WHY MONASTERIES?

'I'hrough his many years of activism, Thich

.\“.I"Illt .Hllﬂ]"l Tt‘.élliZt‘d thill’ l'l"lt‘ mMost CH‘CCti\-’C way

é to transform the roots of violence in the world
WayS tO lee IS [0 create communities of‘pc;u:e.

TO LOWER HAMLET _ _ : _
Only through direct experience of deep practice
in community can we shift the consciousness of’
individuals and, u]timatcl'\_-'._ of‘lmnumit.\,-'. That’s
why Plum Village is committed to being a
1‘r:Fugc for reconciliation and compassion in a
divided world. It’s also why we're working to
make the Dharma as accessible as possible
through online courses, our Youtube Channel,
podcast, the Plum Village App, books, and

many i N-person even Cs.

With your hclp. Plum Vil]agc will continue to
serve as a home for our monastic and |:1_\_’

Open che camera app on residents, a training ground for aspirants, a

your plmnc, point it at e rcfugc for retreatants, a ]aboratory for

: : envisioning fresh wavs to share the Dharma,
QR code, and click the & ) .

and a place of pilgrimage because of Thay's
P pUg 8 )

link that appears.
indelible mark on this special place.

Visit the Plum Vi":]gt‘ France construction

campaign website at plumvillage.org/donate.

¢ If we succeed in chan ging our own men tality, our
. 12 . . . Nl
LA cOnsciousness, then we can help change-the
. . 2 . .
‘wollective consciousness of the world.
—THICH NHAT HANH

Lower Hamlet

Building a Global Spiritual Refuge

A CAMPAIGN FOR PLUM VILLAGE FRANCE



OUR ASPIRATIONS

- Stabilize and fbrtif}-‘ a resilient and inspiring
reﬁ.lge for residents and guests to heal and

transform suffering

- Establish a strong

g, nurturing base from which

we can share our insights with a global
audience online and in other ways

- Expand our capacity to host pmplc onsite so
we can welcome guests _\-’CEII'FI'OLII“Id in an

unpredict;lble climate

- Model an architecture of multi-culrural
communal living that is harmonious, .L;implc,

L“COngiCElH_\_,’ ﬁ")l'\r\’&ll‘(.‘l‘ le'ld SLIS[ﬂinglC

= I{G\\*’ild, restore, Elﬂd I'Ch}"C].THUS l'hL’ land \Vif}]

Nnew water I'I"IilnllgClTlt‘I"I[ Ell"ld tree planrings

LOWER HAMLET’'S IMMEDIATE NEEDS

- Build higlvdcnsit_\_-‘ accommodation and
community training facilities for 60-75
monastics and aspirants from 12 nacionalities, to
include dorms, a zendo, Iibrary, communal areas

d I'IL:I. Cl assrooms

- And so make immcdintc]_y available 60

OUR CHALLENGE

building code-compliant beds for guests onsite,

including a yoga hall, library, laundry facilities

Since the 1980s, the di]:-lpidatcd farm ; 1 - ' :
#: and common spaces

buildings of Plum Vil]agc have been L

- Create ponds, prairie land, a food forest and

bootstrapped and self-built with the
loving hands of volunteers and residents. v dry river beds, as well as all-weather paths and
plantings of more than 1,000 trees
As we continue to offer spiritua|
sanctuary to more pcoplc every year, our - Rcdcsign water flow, elec tricity, and energy
shated Boine aid land Bhe taking he use across the site to eﬁ‘iciemly meet growing
o demands
Today, monastic housing and facilities in
Lower Hamlet no longer meet the new,
strict European code requirements. The
authorities are requiring us to upgrade
our electric and water infrastructure.
And we have had to dismantle the
converted, asbestos-roofed tobacco shed

where the monastics were living.



